During the following half century or so, the Library has acquired, by gift, deposit or purchase, the collections of over twenty NorthWestern gentry families, as well as many other significant collections relating to the social, economic and industrial history of the region. The main purposes of this article are to provide a general survey of these collections; to give an idea of their value not only to the historian and genealogist, but to students of a wide range of academic disciplines; and to give some hint of the wealth of research material which still lies largely undiscovered among them.
It is particularly fortunate that the historic county of Cheshire, whose boundaries before the 1974 re-organization of local government extended to within little more than six miles of the Library, was perhaps the best endowed of all English counties with the landed gentry whose family muniments form such a vital source of historical evidence. Names familiar to all students of Cheshire such as Arderne, Bromley, Davenport, Egerton, Legh, Leycester, Mainwaring, Massey, Stanley, Tatton and Warburton figure prominently among the muniment collections. It is not surprising that families from the old hundred of Bucklow, the region lying immediately to the south of Manchester, are especially well represented. These families and their neighbours throughout the county were the leaders of medieval and early modern Cheshire society, and in many cases they were figures of national importance. The records of their activities and their intricately interwoven political and personal relationships are central to an understanding of the social, administrative, economic and legal history of both Cheshire and the country as a whole. In terms of their extent and their potential for providing research material, the most outstanding among these collections must include the muniments of the Bromley-Davenports of Capesthorne, the Cornwall-Leghs of High Legh near Knutsford, the earls of Stamford and Warrington of Dunham Massey, the Leghs of Lyme Park, the Leycesters of Toft, near Knutsford, the Mainwarings of Peover, and the Leicesters of Tabley. By comparison, the muniment collections for Lancashire are numerically less impressive, but they include two particularly important collections: the papers of the Clowes and Chetham families, mainly relating to south-east Lancashire but especially to the Manchester area, and those of the earls of Ducie, containing material relating to the family of Strangeways and much early Manchester material. The archives of the Byrom family of Kersal and Manchester are also of value for the student of the city's history, while it should be noted that the Leghs of Lyme, as the title of their descendant Lord Newton indicates, had important interests in south Lancashire. Derbyshire is not conventionally included in most surveys of the 'North-West', but a passing mention must be made of two very important collections relating to that county: the muniments of the Bagshawes of Ford Hall, 2 and those of the Coke family generally known as the Crutchley Manuscripts. 3 MEDIEVAL PERIOD Many of the Library's muniment collections date back to the medieval era, and it is therefore with that period that a broadly chronological survey of the Library's North-Western historical resources may begin. In relation to the total amount of material in the Library's muniment collections, the quantity of medieval material is small, but it is of the highest quality. An excellent introduction to this and later material is provided by Dr Frank Taylor whether Amicia was the illegitimate daughter of Earl Hugh II of Chester. 11 It is interesting that both these men are represented in their families' muniment collections in the Library. All the collections named above contain a wealth of material from the later Middle Ages. Although most of these items are individually of no great significance, together they allow a picture to be drawn of the political, social and economic life of some of the most prominent gentry families of the area. Most of the documents concern land transactions and therefore comprise deeds, final concords, rentals and land surveys, but there are also records of bonds, pardons, arbitration awards, marriage settlements, wills and the proceedings of local courts.
A number of these family muniment collections have been listed, some before they came to the Library. There are published lists for the muniments of the Mainwarings, Jodrells, 12 Stanleys of Alderley13 and Stanleys of Hooton. 14 Unfortunately, however, a number of lists of important collections have not been published and therefore the material is often not well known to scholars. For example, substantial lists, as yet unpublished, are available in the Library relating to the following Cheshire collections: Cornwall-Legh (J.P. Earwaker made a manuscript calendar of a large proportion of the collection in the 1890s, and the documents which were omitted from that list have been recorded by the Library); 15 Leycester of Toft; 16 Mascie of Tatton (containing many documents dating from the thirteenth century); 17 and Tatton of Wythenshawe (containing a large number of thirteenthcentury deeds for the area around Northenden). 18 For Lancashire there are substantial, unpublished lists available in the Library of the Clowes 19 and the Ducie20 collections. Among the Clowes Deeds there are a number of fine medieval documents, most notably those which relate to the manors of Butterworth, Crompton, Moston and Nuthurst. 21 As well as the usual deeds, the collection contains some interesting arbitration awards and marriage settlements. The Ducie Muniments contain a large number of particularly notable fourteenthcentury deeds which allow us to visualize the early street patterns of Manchester. 22 Of the remaining muniment collections relating to the North-West which contain an appreciable quantity of medieval documents, there are provisional lists for a number of Cheshire families, namely the Bromley-Davenports, 23 Egertons of Tatton24 and Roundells. 25 An index compiled in the nineteenth century accompanies the Legh of Lyme Muniments. 26 Whilst this contains adequate calendars of deeds and similar documents of a later period, the medieval documents are merely described as 'old deeds'. There are several hundred such documents which mostly concern the holdings of the family in Newton, Lancashire. 27 Also from Lancashire are the Pike House Deeds, which contain a large number of fourteenth-and fifteenth-century documents relating to the manors of Butterworth, Huddersfield and Rochdale. The Library has a manuscript calendar of this collection. 28 There are two major Cheshire collections which remain unlisted. The muniments of the Brooke family of Mere are extensive, and a sizeable proportion of the collection consists of thirteenth-and fourteenth-century deeds, some with interesting seals attached. The Dunham Massey Muniments are a recently deposited collection which also remains largely unsorted and unlisted. A preliminary inspection of this collection suggests that there are a substantial number of deeds, bonds and marriage contracts dating from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
Manorial court records for the medieval period are well represented in the Library's collections. Again Cheshire records are more numerous. For example, among the Mainwaring Manuscripts are a number of fifteenth-century court rolls, rentals and accounts, dealing especially with the family's main manor at Peover. Particularly important are the records of the halmote court held at Peover. 29 Similar records, some dating from the fourteenth century, are found among the Jodrell Muniments. The most notable items relate to the proceedings of the manor and forest courts of Macclesfield. Colonel Roger Whitley and his son Thomas attended upon the duke of Monmouth when he progressed through the city of Chester. Unfortunately, the published Handlist to the Main waring Manuscripts does not contain an index, and it is not generally known that the collection contains much more than just the papers of that Cheshire family. Individual items relating to local administration in the sixteenth century include the bailiffs accounts for Warmingham, Northrode, Blacon and Ashton in Cheshire (1503-05) ;36 duchy of Lancaster treasury receipts including several for the collection of subsidies and other taxes (1541-1633);37 and the West Derby hundred subsidy roll for 1585. 38 Among items of interest to the student of Cheshire genealogy are a set of notes dating from 1580 described as 'Cheshire Pedigrees', containing genealogical data and extracts from armorials. 39 Of both religious and social relevance is a collection of letters and papers concerning Roman Catholic affairs and containing private correspondence relating to the Lancashire families of Hoghton of Park Hall, Dalton of Thurnham and others. 40 Although these relate mainly to the seventeenth century, they date from 1578 and extend to 1764. The 177 items making up this collection were bound into one volume in the nineteenth century; the compiler of the volume produced a useful index to the letters and papers.
For the early modern period there is also Robert Hassall's commonplace book. 41 Most of the entries in this volume were written by Hassall during the years 1580-1612, although a few items were written in the 1560s and 1570s. Robert Hassall was presumably a member of the family which held the manor of Hassall in Nantwich hundred. A large number of entries relate to the history of Cheshire. For example, Hassall compiled a list of the mayors and sheriffs of Chester for the years 1326-1612. 42 There is also a lengthy piece on the Stanleys of Lathom in Lancashire. Members of the Stanley family were prominent both nationally and in Lancashire and Cheshire. For example, Thomas Stanley, 2nd Lord Stanley was justice of Cheshire, 1461-1504, and following the major part which he played in the victory of Henry Tudor at the battle of Bosworth in 1485, he was created 1st earl of Derby. Hassall's biased interpretation of such events only enhances the interest of his account of a family which still in his time effectively ruled the palatinates of Lancashire and Cheshire. In addition to such items of regional interest, the commonplace book In addition to these administrative and legal records among the family muniment collections, the Library has acquired a number of individual items of a similar nature for this period. For example, the parish records for Stockport from 1620 to 1680 were copied in the 1890s by two antiquaries, W.I. Wild and W. Needham; they added some useful historical and genealogical notes to their transcripts. 46 There is a court book for the Cheshire manors of Baddeley (1665-1728) and Over Peover (1681-1711);47 this supplements material in the Mainwaring Manuscripts. Also interesting is what might be described as a town book for Newton, near Daresbury in Cheshire. It includes the financial accounts of the constables, the surveyors of the highways and the overseers of the poor for the town during the years 1708-61. 48 There are similar valuable items relating to the town of High Legh, Cheshire, for the years 1737 to 1798. 49 Some of the earliest material in the records of the firm of William Dale and Sons, agricultural engineers of Sandle Bridge, Alderley Edge (Cheshire), also contains eighteenth-century records of overseers of the poor. 50 A small group of seventeenth-and eighteenth-century deeds concerning apprentices' charities is found in the Arderne Deeds. 51
For Lancashire there are also a number of interesting individual legal and administrative documents. For example, in the first half of the seventeenth century a certain George Rigby compiled a calendar of legal documents, largely deeds, which he had in his possession as a result of owning or leasing lands and properties in Lancashire. 52 Similarly, there is a calendar of the recognizances, indictments and other legal documents drawn up at various sessions of the Lancaster assizes in the first half of the seventeenth century; the author of this calendar is unknown. 53 More interesting and valuable, of course, are original documents. A particularly fine example is the 1641 lay subsidy roll for Salford hundred. 54 The vellum roll has the names of every person who was in possession of lands and goods within Salford hundred, and who was therefore liable to contribute to the parliamentary subsidy of 1641. The total amount to be raised from that hundred was £395 4s. The roll is an excellent source for a list of the freeholders living in that area just before the Civil War. The Library also possesses a number of individual records from Lancashire manorial courts. For example, there are the records of the proceedings of courts held in Barton from 1692 to 1768: lists of local office holders, suitors to the court and freeholders are given, in addition to the main business of the courts -the hearing of indictments before named jurors. 55 A similar collection of documents consists of the proceedings of the meetings of the court baron of the lord of the manor of Kirby Ireleth in Lancashire between 1757 and 1821. Again there are a large number of jury lists providing the names of local people, as well as the indictments presented to the courts by them. The outstanding feature of the major muniment collections from the later seventeenth century onwards is the vast increase in material relating to the economic and agrarian history of the region, and more especially the day-to-day running of the great estates. This includes estate correspondence, accounts, rentals, agricultural records, household account books, plans and maps. The extensive and unlisted Warburton Muniments, for instance, contain about 12,000 account documents for the middle years of the eighteenth century. 72 Similar material remains to be examined in the Tabley73 and Dunham Massey collections, while large collections such as those of the families of Legh of Lyme, Bromley-Davenport, Cornwall-Legh and Roundell contain a large amount of little-used material which would repay more intensive study. These estate records are supplemented by a variety of individual items. There is a Cheshire estate book for 1763-75 which includes rentals and miscellaneous accounts for work done in the hundreds of Bucklow, Eddisbury and Northwich,74 and there are estate and household accounts of the Stanley family in Cheshire for 1781-95. 75 Property records for Lancashire refer more to urban than 69 For studies of local political allegiances using the Library's holdings see, e.g., P.J. The estate records of the second half of the eighteenth century are particularly interesting to the social and economic historian as they cover the developments popularly known as the 'agricultural revolution'. This movement was paralleled in its turn by the growth of communications and manufacturing processes which were to create the 'industrial revolution' which transformed northern society by the end of the century. One of the earliest and most crucial developments which contributed to the industrialization of the region was the growth in the inland waterway system, and the Library is fortunate to have, as part of the Warburton Muniments, an important collection of correspondence relating to Sir Peter Warburton's involvement with the Weaver Navigation authorities in the 1750s and 1760s. There is considerably more material in the Library's archive collections relating to industrial affairs in the North-West in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Papers relating to textile production, especially cotton, are predominant. While the important Oldknow collection extends well into the nineteenth century, the most significant individual nineteenth-century textile collection is un- A collection of Lancashire textile archives from another source is that presented by Messrs Dendy, Paterson and Simpsons of Manchester, consisting of two volumes of miscellaneous mounted documents, papers and plans relating to spinning and weaving in the county in the middle of the nineteenth century. 90 There is also a wage book of the firm of Abel Lees and Son of Bardsley (Lancashire), which manufactured rollers for the weaving industry, dating from 1854-56. 91 Several textile collections which begin in the middle years of the century extend for a century or more. The archives of the well-known firm of Christy, a Droylsden (Manchester) company famous for its towels, begin in about 1833 and extend to the middle of the twentieth century. 92 They contain correspondence, legal documents, patents, trade marks, and data on sales, wages and company finance. For the nineteenth century perhaps the greatest variety of themes is provided by material in the Tabley Muniments. Especially noteworthy are the personal papers of two members of the family: John Fleming Leicester, 1st Baron de Tabley, and John Byrne Leicester Warren, the 3rd Baron. The first Lord de Tabley was a prominent political figure, being successively an M.P. for three different southern English constituencies in the 1790s and 1800s, and a personal friend of the Prince Regent. He is, however, better remembered for the picture gallery he built up and his support of young, struggling artists. He was one of the first and most prominent patrons of J.M.W. Turner. Tabley's extensive correspondence and papers remain almost completely unsorted. A list will soon be available of the very large collection of correspondence, papers and literary manuscripts of John Byrne Leicester Warren, born in 1835, and 3rd Lord de Tabley from 1887 until his death at the age of sixty in 1895. Tabley was a talented and versatile man who at one time was considered as a worthy successor to Lord Tennyson as poet laureate, and who at the same time was involved in national and local politics. Tabley regarded himself first and foremost as a poet, dramatist and student of literature. He was a most prolific letterwriter: his correspondents included politicians, civil servants, fellow peers and country gentlemen, and scholars in the fields of literature and the arts. Tabley's nervous disposition and temperamental nature meant that he often conducted long, and sometimes acrimonious, correspondence with many people, particularly publishers and literary critics. The workings of the Victorian book-trade are well illustrated in this correspondence. Also in the collection are drafts of published and unpublished works, and proofs of subsequently published volumes.
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Tabley was also very interested in numismatics and produced scholarly articles on that subject. Within his native county Tabley will probably be best known for his botanical interests. He wrote The Flora of Cheshire, which was published posthumously in 1899, and the collection includes his botanical notebooks. The Leicester Warrens also built up a substantial collection of books at their Library at Tabley, and this collection has now come into the possession of the University. Whilst the collection is typical of a Victorian country gentleman, many of the books on the natural sciences have annotations and additions made by Tabley, following his study of the local area. Tabley stood unsuccessfully as a Liberal for the Mid-Cheshire seat in the parliamentary election of 1868. For some time he headed the Tabley troop of local militia. In many respects Tabley was a typical gentleman of his generation: he was exceptionally gifted in many spheres. However, his melancholic nature, uncertain temper and difficulties in maintaining friendships with other members of his class meant that he never reached his full potential. The Tabley Muniments certainly provide an excellent source of raw material for a biography of an under-rated late Victorian figure. With the beginning of the twentieth century the muniment collections reach the years of living memory, and material from about 1920 will therefore tend to have been retained by the donating or depositing families. The Library's most important holdings from this century relate to the history of journalism, and political parties and movements. Both fields are dominated by the massive archives of the Guardian (formerly Manchester Guardian) newspaper. 125 Although these date from the paper's foundation in 1821, they mainly cover the period beginning with the editorship of C.P. Scott (1872-1929). The archives include correspondence, despatches, memoranda, business records, and bound copies of the newspaper itself. They are a major source for the history of journalism, and for the study of political and social developments in the North-West and elsewhere. Distinct groups of papers of particular value include the correspondence files of P.J. It is hoped that this brief survey has given some idea of the wealth of material on the North-West of England which is housed in the Library. In the light of the establishment of the John Rylands Research Institute it is intended that more work should be done on these documents, particularly in the way of listing the large number of excellent family muniment collections. At the same time the Library wishes to liaise and co-operate with other repositories containing similar material. In this way we hope not only to be better able to assist and guide researchers working on our own collections, but also to help them relate this material to other resources available in the academic community.
